COURTS OF LIMITED JURISDICTION REPORT HIGHLIGHTS

Reporting in 2005

Caseload trends presented in this and all future publications may be affected
by individual courts choosing to continue, discontinue, or resume use of the
Judicial Information System (JIS) for management of particular portions of
their caseload. Management of parking infraction activity is often handled
locally, outside of JIS.

Filings
= Non-parking filings remained fairly stable between 2004 and 2005,
increasing by 1.5%.
= District court filings actually decreased slightly during that time period
(1.5%), whereas municipal court filings rose 6.2%.

Dispositions
= Non-parking dispositions declined by 4.0% from 2004 to 2005, with
notable decreases in civil and DUI/physical control dispositions (8.8% and
6.8%, respectively). The steep increase (31.8%) in small claims
dispositions reflects the courts’ emphasis on dismissing cases that had
remained in the system for want of prosecution.

Proceedings

= Every category of contested proceeding experienced a decline,
contributing to an overall 5.7% drop from 2004 to 2005.
= Show cause hearings fell by about 14% for both traffic and non-traffic
infractions from 2004 to 2005. Overall, however, show cause hearings
account for a very small proportion (less than 2.0%) of all traffic and non-
traffic infraction proceedings.
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Revenue

= Non-parking revenue declined 5.5% from 2004 to 2005. The only specific
case types to see revenue increases were civil and small claims.

Case Type Focus: Traffic Infractions

Filings for traffic infractions rose 3.8% from 2004 to 2005, driven by a 10.3%
increase in municipal court filings. Although both traffic filings and
dispositions increased during this time period, there was a notable drop
(11.0%) in related revenues. This is attributable to a $14 (14.0%) decline in
average revenue for charges with a disposition of “committed,” likely the
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Case Type Focus: Non-Traffic Infractions

As was the case with traffic infractions, a 2004 to 2005 decline in revenue per
“committed” (7.2%) was accompanied by an increase in the failure to appear
subcategory of “committed” dispositions (from 3,316 to 5,066, or 52.8%). The
reverse happened in 2004, when there was a 9.8% increase in revenue per
committed and a 52.6% drop in failure to appear dispositions.

Case Type Focus: Civil

In spite of relatively unchanged filings (down 0.6%) and a drop in dispositions
(8.8%) from 2004 to 2005, the number of proceedings and total revenue for
civil matters increased (12.2% and 16.8%, respectively). In addition to the
total number of proceedings, the number of proceedings per disposition rose
as well, from 0.52 to 0.63.



Case Type Focus: Small Claims

Although the increase in small claims filings (3.4%) was relatively small, there
was a one-quarter increase in related revenues (from $268,000 in 2004 to
$335,000 in 2005).
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